
1. What was the child’s favourite part of the show?

2. How do you think the child was feeling about
going to the circus?

3. What is a ‘big top’? Read around the words to help
you to understand what they mean.

4. What do you think might happen next in the story?

Quick Questions
It was a usual Tuesday night and Gran told us 
that she had a surprise for us. A circus had arrived 
in town and she had tickets. We put on our coats 
and hurried towards the red and white stripes of 
the big top. My tummy leapt in excitement because 
I had never been to a circus before. Inside, my eyes 
took a moment to adjust to the dark and there 
was the great ring in the middle of the tent. There 
was a drum roll and a crash before the first act. 
It was a group of very funny clowns who made 
Gran laugh. My favourite part of the show was the 
acrobats who jumped and swung on the trapeze. 
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1.	 What was the child’s favourite part of the show?  
The child’s favourite part of the show was the acrobats. 

2.	 How do you think the child was feeling about 
going to the circus? 
Accept any sensible linked to the text, such as:  I think 

that the child was excited because it says that their 

tummy leapt in excitement.

3.	 What is a ‘big top’? Read around the words to help 
you to understand what they mean. 
A big top is a circus tent.

4.	 What do you think might happen next in the story? 

Accept any sensible linked to the text, e.g. At the end of 

the show, I think that Gran and the child walk back home.

Answers
It was a usual Tuesday night and Gran told us 
that she had a surprise for us. A circus had arrived 
in town and she had tickets. We put on our coats 
and hurried towards the red and white stripes of 
the big top. My tummy leapt in excitement because 
I had never been to a circus before. Inside, my eyes 
took a moment to adjust to the dark and there 
was the great ring in the middle of the tent. There 
was a drum roll and a crash before the first act. 
It was a group of very funny clowns who made 
Gran laugh. My favourite part of the show was the 
acrobats who jumped and swung on the trapeze. 
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